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KEEPING UP WITH KEEPERS

The Keeping up with Keepers Program at the Tulsa Zoo and Living Museum is sponsored by the Tulsa Chapter of the American Association of Zookeepers (AAZK). The program is offered annually and all proceeds go directly to selected wildlife and conservation organizations worldwide. The goal of the program is to educate the public about the zoo keeping profession.  Each participant is paired alongside a zookeeper and assists them through their animal care responsibilities for that morning. This unique opportunity provides a glimpse into a fascinating world that few people experience. Not only is participating in the Keeping Up With Keepers Program fun and exciting but it is a great opportunity to learn first hand about the importance of species conservation and the animal husbandry that takes place daily at the Tulsa Zoo and Living Museum. This experience makes a great gift for loved ones too!
Your day will begin at 8:00 a.m. at the Tulsa Zoo Administration Building, located on the south side of the zoo.    You will enter through the employee gate and check in with the receptionist.  Directions to this entrance will be provided upon completion of your scheduling process. Your assigned zookeeper will meet you at the Administration Building and take you to your volunteer area.  The zookeeper is your authority on what you can and cannot do while working as a volunteer at the zoo.  Feel free to ask questions about the animals, exhibits and anything else of interest.  You will work alongside the zookeeper from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM-Noon.  When your experience has concluded the zookeeper will take you back to the Administration Building and you will exit the zoo property via the same gate upon which you entered.
THINGS YOU MUST DO IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE:

· Complete the application below and send in your payment.  The cost of the program is $35.00 per person or $30.00 for Tulsa Zoo Friends members per session.
· ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST TEST NEGATIVE FOR TUBERCULOSIS VIRUS (TB).  The participant must show proof of this test before they can participate in this program at the zoo.  In the event that the individual arrives at the zoo without proof of this negative test, they will be denied the opportunity to participate and rescheduling or canceling for a full refund will result.  The TB test can be administered by your doctor or The Tulsa County Health Department.  It is an inexpensive fee of approximately $5.00.

· Participants must be age 13 or older. Ages 13, 14, & 15, at the discretion of the zookeeper, may be asked to observe only.
· Dress appropriately!  Please remember to wear old clothes and closed toed shoes. It is fine to wear shorts and t-shirts during the summer months.  You may be working in the sun and heat, so a hat, sunscreen and drinking water are important items to consider bringing as well. 
· Some aspects of your experience may be physically demanding, therefore, please consider your present health status before applying.
· Applications:  Please allow a minimum of ONE MONTH for scheduling purposes.  The scheduling process will not begin until the completed application and payment are received.
· Reminder:  The more popular areas may take longer for a date to become available. 
If you are interested in participating in the Keeping Up With Keepers Program at the Tulsa Zoo, please complete and sign the form below.  Please make checks or money orders payable to Tulsa AAZK Chapter and mail to:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	AAZK “Keeping Up With Keepers”

5701 E. 36th St. North

Tulsa, OK 74115

When we receive your completed registration form and payment we will contact you by email. If you have any questions please email the Tulsa Zoo AAZK Chapter at: tulsakuwk@yahoo.com. Sessions are held on the 3rd Saturday and Sunday (ONLY) of each month, running March through October.



	PARTICIPANT’S NAME _______________________________________________       AGE______________

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (IF PARTICIPANT IS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE) _______________________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________________ 

                     Street                                                        City                                     State                            Zip

EMAIL____________________________________________(please print clearly)
HOME PHONE_______________________________             WORK PHONE____________________ ______
TULSA ZOO FRIENDS MEMBER # _______________________ 


	You will be assigned to work alongside a zoo keeper in one of the following areas.  Please RANK YOUR TOP 3 in order of preference (#1 being most favored):
_______Small Mammals (foxes, peccary, deer, cacomistle)                   _____Aquariums (variety of fish)
_______Birds I (flamingo, macaws, owls, song birds, ostrich, storks)         ______ Birds II (penguins)
_______Primates I (chimps)                                                                       ______ Primates II (lemurs, monkeys, lesser ape)                                    _______Large Mammals I (elephant, rhino, sea lion)                        _____Large Mammals II (giraffe, zebra, buffalo, kudu)

________ Large Mammals III (cats & bears)                                     _____Herps (snakes, tortoises, lizards, frogs) _______Children’s Zoo (otter, llama, kangaroo, prairie dogs)                   _____Tropical Rain Forest (primates, birds, herps, fish)
 

	Some areas involve working around hay or straw. If you are allergic to hay or straw we will place you in an alternate area.             Are you allergic to hay or straw?     ________ Yes            ________ No



	I hereby indicate my willingness to participate in the Keeping Up With Keepers Program. It is understood that I will follow instructions and directions given by Zoo employees. I understand that I must test negative for the TB virus before coming into contact with any animals at the Tulsa Zoo and Living Museum. I understand that working around zoo animals is potentially dangerous. I agree to hold the Tulsa Zoo, City of Tulsa, Tulsa Zoo Friends, Inc., its employees, and agents free of any liability in the event of accident, injury, or personal loss. 

Signature of Participant_____________________________________                Date_______________________

(Signature is required of all participants:  if participant is under 18 years, a signature by a parent or legal guardian is also required).
Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian ____________________________________   Date ________________________
Emergency Contact Information:
Name________________________________   Relationship ___________________ Phone _________________________
Name ________________________________  Relationship ___________________ Phone _________________________
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